NOVA

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities Policy

Article 3 - The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all actions concerning children

Article 23 - A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and
independence, and to play an active part in the community.

Article 29 - Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It
must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own
and other cultures and the environment.

Article 30 - Every child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their
family, whether or not these are shared by the majority of people in the country where they live.
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History of most recent Policy changes — Must be completed

Date Page Change Origin of Change e.g. TU
request, change in
legislation

September Complete overhaul of entire Due to new SENCo being

2019 document appointed

November 5 Change within Managing Children Change of wording for

2020 on the SEND Register clarification

November 7 Governors role in SEND Change of wording for

2020 clarification

November 6 Addition of Annual Review Further clarification and

2020 Procedures explanation on the process
was needed in the policy

September 1 Title To ensure it encompasses

2021 “Disabilities”

September 6 Clarification of who receives an Further clarification and

2021 Annual Review explanation on the process
was needed in the policy

December 1 Addition to Rationale, “At the heart | Strengthen articulation of core

2024 of our provision are the values of values which underpin

inclusion and respect for diversity. | provision offered.

December 1 “ability” changed to Demonstrate learning in all

2024 “development” four broad areas of need is not
fixed but a continual process.

December 5 “differentiated” changed to Differentiation is a type of

2024 “adapted” adaptive practice which aims
to support development across
all four broad areas of need.

December 5 Addition of model of Graduated Further clarification on

2024 Approach Graduated Approach

December 6 “different” changed to “adapted” Adaptive teaching practice

2024 aims to support development
across all four broad areas of
need.

December 6 Added, “Planned interventions Further clarification on the

2024 involving group or individual implementation of some

teaching away from the main
classroom with the teacher,
teaching assistant or specialist
staff”

planned interventions.
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December 6 Addition of “Quality First Teaching” | Further clarification on the ‘do’
2024 and exclusions of “in the phase of the APDR cycle.
classroom”

December 7 Addition of “difficulties” and Difficulties can be supported in

2024 exclusion of “problems” an inclusive environment
whereas a ‘problem’ alludes to
deficit model of SEN

December 9 Updated additional support for Ensure current and relevant

2024 families external professonal contacts
for families

December 10 Removal of “statement” EHCPs have replaced

2024 Statements of SEN.
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Rationale:

At Nova Primary School, the staff and governors are committed to raising the aspirations of
and expectations for all children. Educational experiences are provided which develop
pupils' achievements and recognise their individuality. At the heart of our provision are the
values of inclusion and respect for diversity. Diversity is valued as a rich resource, which
supports the learning of all. In our school, inclusion recognises a child's right to a broad,
balanced, relevant and challenging curriculum, which is appropriate to their individual
development, talents and personal qualities. We

aim to work in partnership with parents, children and outside agencies in order to achieve
the outcomes identified.

Aims:
Nova Primary school aims:

e To provide a ‘whole child, whole school” approach in supporting children to develop
their skills, personalities and abilities.

e To monitor the progress of all children, to identify needs as they arise and to provide
support as early as possible.

e To create an environment that meets the needs of all children in order for them to
achieve their learning potential.

Objectives:

e To work within the guidance provided in the 2014 SEND Code of Practice

e Ensure the implementation of Local Authority Inclusion Guidelines

e Ensure any discrimination or prejudice is eradicated

e To enable children to move on from us well equipped in the basic skills of literacy,
numeracy and social independence ready to meet the demands of secondary school life
and learning

e To seek, monitor and respond to parents/carers and children’s views, in order to build
high levels of confidence and partnerships

e To ensure a high level of staff expertise to meet children’s need, through well targeted
continuing professional development

e Toworkin cooperation and productive partnerships with the Local Education Authority
and other outside agencies, to ensure there is a multi-professional approach to meeting
the needs of vulnerable children

The Identification of SEND:

The SEND Code of Practice, 2014 describes 4 broad categories of need:
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e Communication and Interaction

e Cognition and Learning

e Social, Emotional and Mental Health
e Sensory and Physical

The 2014 SEN code of practice states that:

6.15 A pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or disability calls for special educational
provision, namely provision different from or additional to that normally available to pupils of the
same age. Making higher quality teaching normally available to the whole class is likely to mean that
fewer pupils will require such support. Such improvements in whole-class provision tend to be more
cost effective and sustainable.

The purpose of identifying needs is to work out what action the school should now take,
and not to fit a child into a category.

SEND Support - The Graduated Approach:

Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of the children
in their class, including where children access support from teaching assistants or specialist
staff. Quality First Teaching, adapted for individual children, is the first step in responding
to children who have or may have SEND. Additional intervention and support is always
secondary to good Quality First Teaching.
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The Senior Leadership Team and Core Subject Leaders regularly and carefully review the
quality of teaching for all children, including those at risk of underachievement. This
includes reviewing and, where necessary, improving, teachers’ understanding of strategies
to identify and support vulnerable children and their knowledge of the SEND most
frequently encountered.

Partnership with parents and carers play a key role in enabling children with SEND to
achieve their potential. Parents hold key information and have knowledge and experience
to contribute to the shared view of a child’s needs. All parents of children with special
educational needs will be treated as partners and given support to play an active and valued
role in their child’s education.

Children with special educational needs often have a unique knowledge of their own needs
and their views about what sort of help they would like.

They will be encouraged to contribute to the assessment of their needs, setting and
reviewing targets and the transition process.

Assess

When any concern is initially noticed it is the responsibility of the class teacher to take steps
to address the issue. The school’s system for observing and assessing the progress of
individual children will provide information about areas where a child is not progressing
satisfactorily.

Plan

The child’s class teacher, with support from the SENCo when needed, will decide on the
action required to help the child progress in the light of assessments. This may include:

e Adapted learning materials or specialist equipment.

e Planned interventions involving group or individual teaching away from the main
classroom with the teacher, teaching assistant or specialist staff

e Staff development and training to introduce more effective strategies.

Do

The child’s class teacher will be responsible for the child’s learning on a daily basis and
ensuring delivery of Quality First Teaching and any individualised programmes. Parents will
continue to be consulted and kept informed of the action taken and progress will be
reviewed.
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Review

Class teachers formally assess the progress of children in their class three times a year. If a
child makes expected or more than expected progress they may no longer require the
additional support. If a child is not making the progress expected, despite the extra support,
then teachers may need to consult the SENCo to consider what else can be done. This
review might lead to the conclusion that the child requires help over and above that which
is normally available within the particular class. Parents/Carers may be consulted and a
specific intervention put in place and monitored for a period. If no progress is noted after
this time the child may be added to the school SEND register with parental permission. The
child is then receiving ‘school support’.

The SENCo will support further assessment of the child where necessary, assisting in
planning for their future needs in discussion with colleagues and parents.

Reasons for a child being added to the SEND register may include the fact that he/she:

e Makes little or no progress, even when teaching approaches are targeted particularly in
a child’s identified area of weakness.

e Shows signs of difficulty in developing literacy or mathematics skills which result in poor
attainment in some curriculum areas.

e Presents persistent emotional or behavioural difficulties which are not improved by the
behaviour management techniques usually employed in the school.

e Has sensory or physical difficulties, and continues to make little or no progress, despite
the provision of specialist equipment.

e Has communication and / or interaction difficulties, and continues to make little or no
progress.

A child can be removed from the SEND register when:

e Progressis made and gaps in learning are filled.

e Improvements in emotional or behavioural difficulties are made and further
improvements can be made by using the behaviour management techniques employed
usually by the school.

e Children are making at least expected progress by quality first teaching.

Managing Children on the SEND Register

Children identified as having SEND support will be placed on the SEND register. Progress of
childrenidentified as requiring provision above and beyond what is provided within Quality
First Teaching is reviewed three times a year as part of pupil progress meetings.

Children who have more complex needs, and perhaps an EHCP, have reviews three times a
year, to include an annual review if an EHCP is in place, where professionals who are
involved will be invited to contribute and/or attend.
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We will involve outside agencies if the child:

« Continues to make little or no progress in specific areas over a long period despite
considerable input and adaptations.

« Continues working at National Curriculum levels substantially below that expected of
children of a similar age.

« Continues to have difficulty in developing literacy and mathematical skills.

« Hasemotional or behavioural difficulties which regularly and substantially interfere with
the child’s own learning.

« Has sensory or physical needs and requires additional specialist equipment or regular
advice or visits by a specialist service.

« Has on going communication or interaction difficulties that impede the development
of social relationships and cause substantial barriers to learning.

Outside agencies will use the child’s records in order to establish which strategies have
already been employed and which targets have previously been set.

The external specialist may act in an advisory capacity, or provide additional specialist
assessment or be involved in teaching the child directly.

Children with continued outside agency support will have individual targets. The child’s
targets will set out strategies for supporting the child’s progress. These will be
implemented, at least in part, in the normal classroom setting. The class teacher will record
the steps taken to meet the needs of individual children through the use of targets,
monitoring and review sheets. The targets will be reviewed three times a year with parents
and children giving their views.

Statutory Annual Reviews

For a child who has an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan, the LA has a statutory duty to
formally review his/her statement, at least annually. Annual Review Meetings are organised
in school by the SENCo.

The annual review is in four parts:

« Collection and collation of information

« Annual Review Meeting

+ Head Teacher’s/SENCOo’s report of the Annual Review Meeting
+ LA Review

Annual Review Procedure

The SENCo:
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« maintains a calendar of review dates

« determines who should be invited to attend each meeting (at a minimum this would
include the class teacher, parent/carers and SENCo)

+ seeks the views of the child and invites him/her to all or part of the meeting

« plans Annual Review Meetings at least two months in advance and notifies all
professionals involved with the pupil and their parents/carers.

« seeks written advice on the child’s progress from all invited to the meeting, including
the parents/carers, at least two months in advance

- liaises with the pupil’s teacher and teaching assistant gathering evidence to prepare the
Annual School Report

+ ascertains the child’s views regarding progress through an appropriate medium

. offers to assist parents/carers and children in preparing reports for the meeting

« advises parents/carers and children that they may bring a friend or relative to the
meeting

« co-ordinates receipt of all reports and ensures copies are circulated to each person
attending the review at least two weeks in advance of the meeting

« invites the SENCo from a receiving secondary school with respect to a Year 6 pupil

The review aims to:

« assess the child’s progress towards meeting the objectives within the statement

« review the educational progress made by the child

« consider the effectiveness of the plan in light of the child’s progress

« set new targets for the coming year or determine whether amendments to the plan are
necessary

« record information which the school and other professionals can use to plan provision
and support for the child.

« consider transition arrangements for pupils moving to alternative settings or a different
key stage

Reporting of the Annual Review Meeting

During and after the meeting the views of those present are recorded and the Annual
Review paperwork is circulated to all those present plus the LA’s named officer responsible
for SEN. The LA review the plan in the light of the Head Teacher’s/SENCo’s report, and
decide whether to amend the Education, Health & Care Plan or cease to maintain it.

Additional Support for Families

Bristol City Council’s Local Offer is where families can find information about what help and
support there is in the local area for children with SEND. This also has further information
on High needs funding and Education, Health and Care plans:
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https://www.bristol.gov.uk/web/bristol-local-offer/home

Schools have a statutory requirement to provide a SEN information report. The SEN
information report includes commonly asked questions with answers describing how we
support children with special educational needs and/or disability. The SEN information
report and further support for parents can be found at:
http://Novaprimaryschool.co.uk/our-school/?view-service=special-educational-needs-

disability

Links to support networks can be found at: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/page/children-and-
young-people/education-children-special-needs

SEND & YOU is a charity providing information, advice and support to parents, children and
young people about any type of special educational need or disability. They are an
independent organisation offering a free, confidential and impartial service to any parent,
child or young person who has a concern about special educational needs.

https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/

Supporting children at school with medical conditions

Nova Primary school recognises that children at school with medical conditions should be
properly supported so that they have full access to education, including school trips and
physical education. Some children with medical conditions may be disabled and where this
is the case the school will comply with its duties under the Equality Act 2010.

Some children with medical conditions may also have special educational needs and may
have an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan which brings together health and social care
needs, as well as their special educational provision and the SEND Code of Practice (2014) is
followed.

Nova Primary School has an alternative policy outlining how we support children with
medical conditions in more detail.

Monitoring and Evaluation of SEND

Evaluation and monitoring arrangements promote an active process of continual review
and improvement of provision for all children.

Governors

When requested, the SENCo will provide information to the governing body as to the
number of children identified as receiving special educational support as well as any
children for whom a Statutory Assessment has been requested. They will report on any
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whole school developments in relation to Inclusion and will ensure that governors are kept
up to date with any legislative or local policy changes.

The SENCo will meet with the SEND governor as requested to discuss Inclusion and current
SEND concerns and updates. The SEND governor will lead governor monitoring of the SEND
policy through sampling, observations and other procedures to be agreed annually.

School Monitoring

At Nova Primary school we regularly and carefully monitor and evaluate the quality of
provision we offer all children. This happens through regular audits, observations,
evaluation of assessments of progress, appraisals, pupil progress meetings, sampling views
of parents, children and staff and meetings with the SEND governor.

Whole school monitoring and evaluation procedures include sampling of work and
observations. Outcomes pertinent to SEND provision and planning will be taken forward by
the whole staff and used to build upon successful practice.

Individual targets, where appropriate for children with SEND will be reviewed three times a
year with parents and children.

The SEND policy is reviewed annually.
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