
Reception Long 
Term Plan

“Children will have an abundance of 
opportunities to learn through play. We will 
ensure that learning will be fun, engaging 
and we will challenge and support all children 
where ever their starting point. As an EYFS 
team and effective role models, we will 
provide high quality interactions in order to 
develop and deepen the children’s learning 
opportunities. We will deliver our curriculum 
through a balance of adult led and child-
initiated activities based on the EYFS 
Framework 21’ & children’s interests.”

“We understand and appreciate the importance of the outdoor environment for our 
children. It is a continuation of our indoor provision and it will be used at every 
opportunity. At Nova, we provide our children with opportunities to develop their gross 
motor skills, to deepen their imaginations and also their sense of curiosity. We want the 
children to feel safe and secure at all times and ensure that our safeguarding procedures 
are rigorous and kept up to date. Communication is important to us and we greatly value 
the relationship that we develop with parents throughout this vital year.”



Reception Long Term Plan
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Enquiries through 
theme

All about me/ families/ people who help us/ 
Celebrations/different cultures/

Stories/ creatures

Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing
Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

CHARACTERISTICS OF 
EFFETCIVE LEARNING

Over Arching 
Principles 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 
Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who actively participate in their own 
play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw on which positively supports their learning 
Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are proud of their own achievements. 
For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn
persistence.
Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these ideas. They think flexibly and 
rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve problems and reach conclusions.

Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  
Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong & positive partnerships between all staff and parents/carers. This 
promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum. Children and practitioners are NOT alone – embrace each community. 
Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where routines are established and where 
adults respond to their individual needs and passions and help them to build upon their learning over time. 
Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates (not in different ways as it stated 2017). We must be aware 
of children who need greater support than others. 



Reception Long Term Plan
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General enquiries

Possible Texts and 
‘old favourites’ 

Possible ‘Wow’ 
moments / 
Enrichment 

opportunities 



Reception Long Term Plan
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General enquiries All about me/ families/ people who help us/ Celebrations/different cultures/
Stories/ creatures

Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing
Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

Communication 
and Language 

Listening, attention 
and understanding 

Speaking 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development  

Managing Self 

Self - Regulation

Building relationships 



Reception Long Term Plan 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General enquiries All about me/ families/ people who help us/ Celebrations/different cultures/
Stories/ creatures

Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing
Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

Physical 
development 

Fine motor 

Continuously check the process of 
children’s handwriting (pencil grip and 

letter formation, including 
directionality). Provide extra help and 

guidance when needed.

Daily opportunities for 
Fine and gross Motor 

Activities 

Gross motor 



Reception Long Term Plan

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2
General enquiries All about me/ families/ people who help us/ Celebrations/different cultures/

Stories/ creatures
Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing

Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

Writing 

TFW used as stimulus 
across the year

Texts and possible
focus 

(May vary depending on 
children’s interests)

Children to write sentences 
when they have sufficient 
knowledge of letter-sound 

correspondences.

Bumpus Jumpus
Dinosaur Rumpus T4W

Norman the Slug T4W



Reception Long Term Plan
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General enquiries All about me/ families/ people who help us/ Celebrations/different cultures/
Stories/ creatures

Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing
Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

Literacy
Comprehension
- Developing a 

passion for reading

Word
Reading 



Reception Long Term Plan
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General Themes All about me/ families/ people who help us/ Celebrations/different cultures/
Stories/ creatures

Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing
Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

Maths

We follow the NCTEM 
scheme that supports 

White rose. 

Our educational method is grounded in the conviction that every individual is spiritual by nature and therefore possesses incredible capacity for learning and growth.



Reception Long Term Plan 
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General Themes All about me/ families/ people who help us/ Celebrations/different cultures/
Stories/ creatures

Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing
Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

Understanding 
the world •
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Reception Long Term Plan
Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

General Themes All about me/ families/ people who help us/ Celebrations/different cultures/
Stories/ creatures

Space/ Toys/ transport/ clothes/ minibeasts/ Growing
Time/  dinosaur/s cavemen /ice age/ future 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Painting, 3D modelling, messy 
play, collage, cutting, drama, role 
play, threading, moving to music, 
clay sculptures, following music 

patterns with instruments, singing 
songs linked to topics, making 

instruments, percussion.

Children to have their artwork 
displayed in school on their ‘proud 

square’ on our gallery wall, . 



Reception Long Term Plan 
Early Learning Goals – for the end of the year  - Holistic / best fit Judgement! 

Communication and 
Language 

Personal, social, 
emotional development 

Physical 
Development 

Literacy Maths Understanding the World Expressive arts and 
design 

ELG: Listening, Attention and 
Understanding

Listen attentively and respond to what 
they hear with relevant questions, 

comments and actions when being read 
to and during whole class discussions 

and small group interactions

Make comments about what they have 
heard and ask questions to clarify their 

understanding

Hold conversation when engaged in 
back-and-forth exchanges with their 

teacher and peers

ELG: Speaking

Participate in small group, class and one-
to-one discussions, offering their own 

ideas, using recently introduced 
vocabulary. 

Offer explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently 

introduced vocabulary from stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems when 

appropriate. 

Express their ideas and feelings about 
their experiences using full sentences, 

including use of past, present and future 
tenses and making use of conjunctions, 
with modelling and support from their 

teacher. 

ELG: Self-Regulation 

Show an understanding of their own 
feelings and those of others, and begin 
to regulate their behaviour accordingly. 

Set and work towards simple goals, 
being able to wait for what they want 
and control their immediate impulses 

when appropriate. 

Give focused attention to what the 
teacher says, responding appropriately 

even when engaged in activity, and 
show an ability to follow instructions 

involving several ideas or actions.

ELG: Managing Self 

Be confident to try new activities and 
show independence, resilience and 

perseverance in the face of challenge. 

Explain the reasons for rules, know 
right from wrong and try to behave 

accordingly. 

Manage their own basic hygiene and 
personal needs, including dressing, 

going to the toilet and understanding 
the importance of healthy food choices. 

ELG: Building Relationships 

Work and play cooperatively and take 
turns with others.

Form positive attachments to adults 
and friendships with peers;. 

Show sensitivity to their own and to 
others’ needs. 

ELG: Gross Motor Skills 

Negotiate space and 

obstacles safely, with 

consideration for themselves 

and others. 

Demonstrate strength, 

balance and coordination 

when playing. 

Move energetically, such as 

running, jumping, dancing, 

hopping, skipping and 

climbing. 

ELG: Fine Motor Skills 

Hold a pencil effectively in 

preparation for fluent writing 

– using the tripod grip in 

almost all cases. 

Use a range of small tools, 

including scissors, paint 

brushes and cutlery. 

Begin to show accuracy and 

care when drawing. 

ELG: Comprehension 

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read 

to them by retelling stories and narratives using their 

own words and recently introduced vocabulary.

Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in 

stories. 

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary 

during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes 

and poems and during role-play. 

ELG: Word Reading 

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at 

least 10 digraphs.

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge 

by sound-blending.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are 

consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 

some common exception words.

ELG: Writing 

Write recognisable letters, most of which are 

correctly formed. 

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and 

representing the sounds with a letter or letters. 

Write simple phrases and sentences that can be 

read by others.

ELG: Number 

Have a deep understanding of 

number to 10, including the 

composition of each number; 

Subitise (recognise quantities 

without counting) up to 5; -

Automatically recall (without 

reference to rhymes, counting or 

other aids) number bonds up to 5 

(including subtraction facts) and 

some number bonds to 10, 

including double facts. 

ELG: Numerical Patterns 

Verbally count beyond 20, 

recognising the pattern of the 

counting system; - Compare 

quantities up to 10 in different 

contexts, recognising when one 

quantity is greater than, less than 

or the same as the other quantity. 

Explore and represent patterns 

within numbers up to 10, 

including evens and odds, double 

facts and how quantities can be 

distributed equally.

ELG: Past and Present 

Talk about the lives of the people around them and 
their roles in society.

Know some similarities and differences between things 
in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and 

what has been read in class. 

Understand the past through settings, characters and 
events encountered in books read in class and 

storytelling.

ELG: People, Culture and Communities 

Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-

fiction texts and maps. 

Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this 

country, drawing on their experiences and what has 
been read in class. 

Explain some similarities and differences between life 
in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when 

appropriate – maps.

ELG: The Natural World 

Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and 

plants.

Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting 

environments, drawing on their experiences and what 
has been read in class.

Understand some important processes and changes in 
the natural world around them, including the seasons 

and changing states of matter.

ELG: Creating with Materials 

Safely use and explore a variety 
of materials, tools and 

techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and 

function. 

Share their creations, explaining 
the process they have used; -

Make use of props and materials 
when role playing characters in 

narratives and stories.

ELG: Being Imaginative and 
Expressive 

Invent, adapt and recount 
narratives and stories with peers 

and their teacher. 

Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs; 

Perform songs, rhymes, poems 
and stories with others, and –

when appropriate – try to move 
in time with music. 



Historical and significant events, and anniversaries 

we celebrate.  
Term  / 

Halloween

Diwali

Bonfire

Remembrance Sunday

Children in need

Hanukkah

Christmas

Chinese new year

Valentines day


