
  

   

 
 

   

Dear Nova Families, 

   

In celebration assembly yesterday morning, I was 

astounded at the children’s enthusiasm when asked about 

all of their curriculum events this week. There have been 

lots of trips, visitors and themed days which really do bring 

learning to life! You can see some of the photos of these 

events below. Thank you to our teachers for organising 

these events as it takes time to research, book and ‘risk 

assess’ each one. 

 

In my Tuesday assembly, I was proud to launch Black 

History Month at Nova. I spoke to the children about its role 

in learning about and celebrating a multitude of incredible 

events from the past and so many positive black role-

models. Miss Hernandez, our history lead has put together 

a really thought-provoking and exciting programme of 

learning for the school though as I explained to the children, 

Black History Month is a springboard for learning 

throughout the year, across the curriculum. I strongly 

believe, that to create a brilliant future for our young people, 

in which prejudice, discrimination and racism are 

challenged and eradicated, our children need to learn all 

aspects of the past. I am excited to see how our curriculum 

 

Dates for your diary 

- 

We know how important it 

is to be able to plan in 

advance. We will 

endeavour to keep you as 

up to date as possible with 

school events. 

 

  

 

 

Bristol Term Dates for 

2021/22 

- 

Term 1 

Thurs 2nd September 

2021 - Friday 22nd 

October 2021 

- 

Term 2 

Monday 1st November 

2021 - Friday 17th 

December 2021 

https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=2a79659e4b&e=6799b30321


celebrates diversity and inclusion, this month, and every 

month. 

 

At the end of today’s celebration assembly, we had the 

most wonderful time, reflecting on last Friday, when the 

whole school (including Smudge) came together to 

complete the Race 4 Life. The children took this on with 

such dedication and strength, both in terms of the collection 

of sponsorship and the running itself. There were many 

stories of children overcoming tiredness and self-doubt, 

and so many of them exceeded their target of either 3K or 

5K. I must also add how supportive the children and staff 

were of each other - it really made such a difference to 

everyone’s spirits! 

 

We have all waited with some excitement for the final total 

that Nova has raised. Miss Lewis, who so brilliantly 

organised the event, was aiming for £1000 which would be 

a fine total in itself. However, I am delighted to announce 

that the total so far is..... 

 

Though I have never doubted your generosity, support for 

your children and kindness in general, this is a truly 

remarkable achievement. I think we all have reasons why 

Cancer Research is a charity that we support and this 

money will make a real difference to their work. Thank 

you so much for giving us so much to be proud of. Please 

can I give an extra shout out to Progressive Sports. They 

have donated their fee to Cancer Research…and doubled 

it - amazing! 

 

- 

Term 3 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

- Friday 18th February 

2022 

- 

Term 4 

Monday 28th February 

2022 - Friday 8th April 

2022 

- 

Term 5 

Monday 25th April 2022 - 

Friday 27th May 2022 

-  

Term 6 

Monday 6th June 2022 - 

Thursday 21st July 2022  

 

  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE SCHOOL 

WILL BE CLOSED ON 

THE FOLLOWING INSET 

DAYS in 21/22 

- 

Inset Day 4 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

- 

Inset Day 5 

Friday 8th April 2022 

- 

Inset Day 6 

Friday 8th July 2022 

- 



 

Inset Day 7 

Thursday 21st July 2022  

 

  

 

 

Other Important Dates 

- 

Tuesday 12th October 

KS2 Surprise Singing 

Event 

- 

Thursday 14th October 

Y1 Victorian Dress Up Day 

- 

Friday 24th October 

Y6 Visit from Michael 

Gorley (Bristol Historian) 

- 

2nd & 3rd November 

Parent Consultations 

- 

Tuesday 23rd November 

Y3 Bristol Museum Trip  

 

   



 

 

 

With warmest regards, 

 

Anna Morris 

Headteacher 

  

 

  

   



 
 

 

YEAR GROUP NEWS 

 

 

 

YEAR 1 

Year one have been learning about real life heroes and had a visit from the fire 

brigade! We learnt about what the firefighters do, how we can stay safe if we ever 

see a fire and the 999 number we use in an emergency. We also got to see the fire 

engine and even have a go with the water hose! As you can see it was so much fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 2 

Year 2 visited Muller Orphanage on Monday to link their Victorians line of enquiry to 

the local area and had a fantastic time exploring the museum, tasting sweet ‘treats’ 

and trying on Victorian clothes.  

 

 



 

 

 

  



 

 

Year 3 

This week, the children in Year 3 were enthusiastic Artists and Historians. They 

examined Stone Age cave art from around the world such as that in the Lascaux 

Cave, France.  They then investigated techniques used by significant local artists, 

including Richard Long, who are also inspired by the Stone Age.  

  

The Year 3 children created their own Stone Age colour pallet by mixing powder 

paints as well as acrylic paints. They experimented with different line techniques 

using charcoal. They all had lots of fun during this part of the creative process.  

  

They then applied their artistic knowledge and skills to create their very own Stone 

Age inspired cave art on sandpaper.  One child exclaimed, "I love being an Artist!".  

 

 

 

  

  



  

 

 

Year 4 

On Tuesday, Year 4 had a fantastic day working with Jess from One Day Creative. 

We explored Roman life through drama learning about the different levels of Roman 

society from Emperors to slaves. We also learnt about Roman past times and the 

amazing engineering projects that the Romans built that can still be seen today. It 

was brilliant to be able to find some amazing actors in this lovely year group!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 

We've had heated discussion and bags of creativity as Year 5 plan and tell their 

quest stories inspired by Nyangara the Fire Python.  We've been so impressed with 

our class audience, who had to ask questions that helped the authors plug gaps in 

their planning. We're looking forward to lots of fabulous writing next week.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Year 6 had the privilege of meeting a local historian expert, Michael Gorely, who has 

taught us to be aerial archaeologists and took us on a tour of Bristol City Centre 

exploring how Bristol was affected during WW2.  

 

This week we had an Evacuee Day! We learnt how air-raid drills were practised and 

had a go ourselves. In role, we wrote informal letters to loved ones and displayed 

great empathy for those affected by World War 2. Finally, we learnt how to embroider 

simple patches as part of the Make, Do and Mend campaign - excellent teamwork 

and support for each other!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MEET THE TEAM 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

Name: Jo Pickford 

  

Role:  SMSA 

 

 

 

The best part of the role:   

There are so many children at Nova and I have enjoyed getting to know lots of them. 

It will take me a bit of time to remember all their names though! 

 

 

 

 

Hobbies:  

In my spare time I love pottering in my garden and enjoy growing my own 

vegetables. I also like to do archery and enjoy reading a good book. 

Favourite quote: 

'Be the reason someone smiles today'  

 

 

 

 

Experience:  

I've only been at Nova for a year and it has certainly been an interesting time. 

 

 

 
 



 

CAN CORNER 

 

 

 

As we settle into the new academic year, I’d like to take this opportunity to sign post 

you to some of the information and resources that are available on our school 

website. 

  

Our SEND page includes all of the statutory policies and reports that can help you as 

Parents/Carers understand how we identify children with additional needs at Nova 

Primary school and the processes that can be involved in this. It also shares with you 

the best ways to reach out to the school if you have any concerns. Please make sure 

you visit the page to gain an understanding: 

 

https://novaprimaryschool.co.uk/learning/sen/ 

 

On this page we also have our visual “graduated approach” document. This explains 

what is ordinarily available to all children, and how we respond to children’s needs as 

they are displayed or discussed with us. 

 

 

  

https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=a5747d0522&e=6799b30321


 
 

 

LIBRARY 

 

 

 

Can you help look after our new Library at Nova Primary School? If you are a parent 

or carer of a child at Nova Primary School and would be able to come in to either 

help return books to their correct shelves or sit with a child to read with them at 

lunchtime and help them find books, then please contact the office letting them know 

when and how often you could help. Volunteers would need to complete the relevant 

DBS check before volunteering in school. 

 

 

  

 
 

 

WELLBEING 

 

 

 

At Nova we want to ensure every member of our school community can access the 

support that they need. We want to share with you a range of local and national, 

online and face-to-face, parenting courses, support groups and services. 

 

 

 



 

https://theearlyyearstraininghub.co.uk/en/early-years-

parent 

 

 

https://www.familylinks.org.uk/parent-webinars 

 

 

https://www.beam.academy/mindfulnesswebinaroctober2021  

 

 

https://www.thenpi.org.uk/Groups/365943/Podcast.aspx  

https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=78b3494de7&e=6799b30321
https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=78b3494de7&e=6799b30321
https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=f641736010&e=6799b30321
https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=04a819e3e0&e=6799b30321
https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=b7afd85b51&e=6799b30321


 

 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/social-care-health/parenting-courses-currently-

running-in-bristol 

 

Contact the North Bristol lead practitioner to find out 

more: Judith.elias@bristol.gov.uk 

 
 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to all of you who are aiming to get to school on time, every day. 

The impact of this is immediate - children feel settled and up to speed on all of their 

learning. 

 

Our attendance percentage for the term so far has slipped slightly and stands at 

94.38% which takes us below our minimum expectation of 95%. Let’s see if we can 

make a really big effort over the next couple of weeks to get that figure back up. 

 

Here are the year group percentages and a big well done to year 2 and 6 for 

exceeding 95%! 

 

 

https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=b51dcb804c&e=6799b30321
https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=b51dcb804c&e=6799b30321
mailto:Judith.elias@bristol.gov.uk


  

 
 

 

GOVERNORS 

 

 

 

I am Laurie Haynes, the new Chair of your board of Governors. In the last newsletter 

Anna called for applications for the vacancy of parent governor, and I’m very pleased 

to say that Colin Davis has been appointed. With only two non-staff governors having 

served the school longer than a year, we are fresh to the job and are all looking 

forward to meeting you in the coming year. In the next newsletter you will be able to 

read a bit more about my team. 

 

 



  

 
 

 

PRIMARY & SECONDARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS 2022 

 

  



  

 
 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 

 

 

The cost of the club is £6.50 per session and term 1 is available for you to book 

online.  Please note that only children who have booked into after school club can 

attend.  Please see details below on how to book and pay for places at the 

club.  Please also make yourself aware of our cancellation policy.   

Booking Procedure 

To enrol for Nova’s After School Club, please complete and return a registration form 

which can be obtained from the School Office. 

Bookings can be made using the same link as we use for parent’s evenings and 

breakfast club: 

https://nova.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

Alternatively, if you require a space at short notice, please call the office and we will 

be able to book you in, subject to availability. 

https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=82fe5c9f11&e=6799b30321


 

As spaces are limited, you must book in advance and we ask that you notify us by 

3pm if your child is not able to attend that day, although refunds will only be given if 

we receive 2 working days’ notice of cancellation. 

Payment MUST be made in advance using school gateway which is the same link as 

for dinner money and trip payments: 

 

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register 

 

 

  

 
 

 

NUTS REMINDER 

 

https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=af345878ee&e=6799b30321


 

 

Please remember that we are strictly a no nut school! We take nut allergies 

extremely seriously and would like to remind you that not only should your children 

not bring any products with nuts (including coconut) in at all to school, it is not safe 

for them to eat them just outside either. Traces of nuts can remain on skin and 

clothing and it can take just the tiniest trace to trigger a serious reaction in someone 

with an allergy. Thank you!  

 

 

  

 

Follow Us on Twitter and Facebook 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 
 

 

New to the School and Would like a Prospectus? 

   

 

https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=0283cf88d9&e=6799b30321
https://novaprimaryschool.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cee9e928a5b7fefc2deb30767&id=e95a04f89e&e=6799b30321


Click Here  
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