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COVID-19 Risk assessment –March 2021 
 
The Government has asked schools to adhere to the following: 

 

It is the Government’s plan that all pupils, in all year groups, will return to school full-time from the 8th March 2021. 

 

 

The link to reviewed guidance is as follows: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak?priority-taxon=b350e61d-1db9-4cc2-bb44-

fab02882ac25  

 

 

The overall government guidance says the following: 

 

Schools must comply with health and safety law, which requires them to assess risks and put in place proportionate control measures. Schools 

should thoroughly review their health and safety risk assessments and draw up plans for the autumn term that address the risks identified using 

the system of controls set out below. These are an adapted form of the system of protective measures that will be familiar from the summer term. 

Essential measures include: 

 a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

 robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

 enhanced cleaning arrangements 

 active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

 formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school wherever possible and minimise the 

potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable 

 

How contacts are reduced will depend on the school’s circumstances and will (as much as possible) include: 

 grouping children together 

 avoiding contact between groups 

 arranging classrooms with forward-facing desks 

 staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible 

 

Employers must protect people from harm. This includes taking reasonable steps to protect staff, pupils and others from coronavirus (COVID-19) 

within the education setting. 

 

School employers should have active arrangements in place to monitor that the controls are: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak?priority-taxon=b350e61d-1db9-4cc2-bb44-fab02882ac25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak?priority-taxon=b350e61d-1db9-4cc2-bb44-fab02882ac25
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 effective 

 working as planned 

 updated appropriately considering any issues identified and changes in public health advice. 

 

 

Additional PPE for coronavirus (COVID-19) is only required in a very limited number of scenarios, for example, when: 

 a pupil becomes ill with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, and only then if a 2 metre distance cannot be maintained 

 performing aerosol generating procedures (AGPs) – guidance is provided at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-

working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-

including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe#aerosol-generating-procedures-agps  

 

A facemask should be worn by the supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If contact with the child or young person 

is necessary, then gloves, an apron and a facemask should be worn by the supervising adult. If a risk assessment determines that there is a 

risk of splashing to the eyes, for example, from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn. 

 PPE must be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as a very young 

child or a child with complex needs).  More information on PPE use can be found here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-

working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-

use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe 

 

The system of controls:  

 

Protective measures 

This is the set of actions schools must take.  They are grouped into ‘prevention’ and ‘response to any infection’ and are outlined in more detail in 

the sections below. 

 

Prevention:  

1) Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have 

someone in their household who does, do not attend school.  

2) Ensure face coverings are used in recommended circumstances.  

3) Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual.  

4) Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach.  

5) Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard products such as detergents and 

bleach.  

6) Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible.  

7) Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. In specific circumstances:  

8) Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe#aerosol-generating-procedures-agps
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe#aerosol-generating-procedures-agps
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe#aerosol-generating-procedures-agps
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care-settings-including-the-use-of-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
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9) Promote and engage in asymptomatic testing, where available.  

Numbers 1 to 5 MUST be in place in all schools, all the time.  

Number 6 MUST be properly considered and schools must put in place measures that suit their particular circumstances.  

Number 8 applies in specific circumstances identified on the risk assessment.  

 

Response to any infection you must always: 

10) Promote and engage with the NHS Test and Trace process.  

11) Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community.  

12) Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice.  

Number 10 to 12 MUST be followed in every case where they are relevant. 

 

Social distancing in early years and primary schools: 

We know that, unlike older children and adults, early years and primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each other 

and staff. In deciding to bring more children back to early years and schools, we are taking this into account. Schools should therefore work 

through the hierarchy of measures set out above: 

 Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 

 Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 

 Regular cleaning of settings 

 Minimising contact and mixing 

 

The overarching principle to apply is reducing the number of contacts between children and staff.  This can be achieved through keeping 

groups separate (in ‘bubbles’) and through maintaining a distance between individuals.  Theses are not alternative options and both 

measures will help, but the balance between them will change depending on: 

 Children’s ability to distance 

 The layout of the school 

 The feasibility of keeping distinct groups separate while offering a broad curriculum (especially at secondary). 

 

It is likely that for younger children the emphasis will be on separating groups, and for older children it will be on distancing.  For children old 

enough, they should also be supported to maintain distance and not touch staff where possible. 

 

It remains important to reduce contact between people as much as possible, and we can achieve that and reduce transmission risk by ensuring 

children, young people and staff where possible, only mix in a small, consistent group and that small group stays away from other people 

and groups. 
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Consistent groups reduce the risk of transmission by limiting the number of pupils and staff in contact with each other to only those within the 

group. Maintaining distinct groups or ‘bubbles’ that do not mix makes it quicker and easier in the event of a positive case to identify those who 

may need to self-isolate, and keep that number as small as possible. Siblings may be in different groups. 

 

All teachers and other staff can operate across different classes and year groups in order to facilitate the delivery of the school timetable. Where 

staff need to move between classes and year groups, they should try and keep their distance from pupils and other staff as much as they can, 

ideally 2 meters from other adults. Where this is not possible with younger children, teachers in primary schools can still work across groups if it is 

required to enable full educational provisions.  Supply Teachers, peripatetic teachers and temporary staff may move between schools if required. 

 

Primary schools: 

 

It is recommended that groups should be kept as small as possible.  If this can be smaller than a year group, it should be.  So a normal class size 

may be appropriate.  Schools should demonstrate that they are keeping pupils in as small and consistent groups as possible.  Large gatherings 

such as assemblies or collective worship should be avoided. 

 

Social distancing in primary schools is difficult.  Adults should remain 2 metres apart where possible, close face to face contact should be avoided 

and contact within 1 metre of anyone must be limited.  For children that are old enough, they should be supported to maintain distance and not 

touch staff or their peers where possible.  It is recognised that this will not always be possible with the youngest pupils. 

 

Changes to classrooms so that pupils sit side by side and facing forwards, rather than face to face or side on and perhaps moving unnecessary 

furniture may be required. 

 

Government guidance advises the following: 

Schools should assess their circumstances and if class-sized groups are not compatible with offering a full range of subjects or managing the 

practical logistics within and around the school, they can look to implement year group sized ‘bubbles’.  Whatever the size of the groups, they 

should be kept apart from other groups where possible and older children should be encouraged to keep their distance within groups. 

 

Schools with the capability to do it should take steps to limit interaction, sharing of rooms and social spaces between groups as much as possible.  

When using larger groups, the other measures from the system of controls become even more important, to minimise transmission risks and to 

minimise the numbers of pupils and staff who may need to self-isolate. 

 

Both approaches of separating groups and maintaining distance are not ‘all-or-nothing’ options, and will still bring benefits even if implemented 

partially. 
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Measures not in the classroom: 

Groups should be kept apart and movement around the school site kept to a minimum.  Schools should avoid busy corridors, entrances and exits.  

Breaks and lunchtimes should be staggered.  Large gatherings such as assemblies and collective worship should be avoided.  The use of 

staffrooms should be minimised.  Staff spaces that are shared must be planned to enable social distancing and suitable sanitising. 

 

Measures for arriving at and leaving school: 

Where travel to school patterns allow staggered start and finish times in your school, you should consider this to keep groups apart.  Schools must 

communicate this effectively to parents and pupils to prevent congestion or large gatherings at the start and finish of each day. 

 

Schools should implement a process for removing face coverings when pupils who use them arrive at school.  Pupils should be taught how to do 

this correctly (not touching the front of their face), washing hands immediately on arrival, disposing of temporary coverings appropriately and 

placing reusable ones in plastic bags to take home. 

 

Equipment in schools: 

For individual and very frequently used equipment such as pencils and pens, it is recommended that staff and pupils have their own items they are 

NOT shared. 

 

Classroom based resources can be shared within a bubble.  These must be cleaned regularly as should surfaces.  Resources shared between 

bubbles, such as sports, art and science equipment should be cleaned frequently and meticulously between use or rotated to allow them to be left 

unused and out of reach for a period of 48 hours (72 hours for plastics). 

 

Pupils and teachers can take books and other shared resources home, although unnecessary sharing should be avoided, and the school should 

ensure such resources are cleaned when they are returned to school. 

 

Outdoor equipment should be more frequently cleaned. This also applies to resources inside and outside by wraparound care providers.  It is 

recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring to school to only essentials.  Shared resources can be taken home but avoided 

where unnecessary.  All such resources will need to be cleaned before used by others. 

 

Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process: 

Schools must ensure they understand the NHS Test and Trace process and how to contact their local Public Health England protection team.  The 

guidance should be consulted to ensure this is all fully understood and followed by staff members and parents/carers. 

 

Manage confirmed cases of COVID-19: 

Schools must take swift action when they become aware that someone who has attended has tested positive for COVID-19.  They should contact 

the local health protection team.  This includes, implementing their advice, specific procedures and containing any outbreak as directed. 
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Premises Management 

In conjunction with this risk assessment and guidance Judicium Education have previously provided a detailed risk assessment template for 

‘Managing Premises Functions’ during this time and a six-part series of guidance documents (in the form of newsletters) titled ‘Managing School 

Premises during COVID-19 outbreak’.  The school’s management and H&S Lead have been sent this guidance and have access to all Judicium 

templates.  The premises team should refer to this information in order to ensure the school buildings are suitably managed at this time. 

 

It is important that, prior to re-opening for the autumn term, all the usual pre-term building checks are undertaken to make the school safe. 

 

Face coverings  

In primary schools and education settings teaching year 6 and below, there is no change to the existing position. It is not mandatory for 

staff and visitors to wear face coverings. In situations where social distancing between adults in settings is not possible (for example when moving 

around in corridors and communal areas), settings have the discretion to recommend the use of face coverings for adults on site, for both 

staff and visitors. 

Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings and we expect adults and pupils to be sensitive to those needs.   

Access to face coverings 

Schools should adhere to the following: 

1. Where face coverings become damp they should be replaced 

2. Where pupils or staff do not have means to provide a mask, the school will maintain a supply to assist 
3. The school will ensure that no-one is excluded from an educational setting for not having a face covering 

Where local restrictions apply 

To conform to WHO new advice, schools and colleges should take additional measures in locations where transmission of the virus is high.  These 

areas are defined as areas of national government intervention. 

 

Schools and colleges will need to communicate quickly and clearly to occupants in areas where new local restrictions have been imposed. 

 

Please note: 

The template addresses the general site and school use risk assessment.  The government guidance asks that all school risk assessments are 

reviewed that may be affected.  This will include but is not exclusive to:  Use and supervision of playgrounds, General classrooms, Common areas, 

Cleaning, Practical subjects (Science, PE, Art, DT, Performing Arts etc.).   
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There is specific guidance from organisations such as the Association for Physical Education that should be consulted.  Each Head of Department 

(specialists in their area) must review these risk assessments, make suitable amendments and show how they are adhering to guidance.  This is 

specific to your school and department. 

 

Consulting and sharing Coronavirus (COVID-19) risk assessment 

Schools should consult with the health and safety representative selected by a recognised trade union or, if there isn’t one, a representative 

chosen by staff. Schools and staff should always come together to resolve issues.  

Schools should share the results of their risk assessment with their workforce. If possible, they should consider publishing it on their website to 

provide transparency of approach to parents, carers and pupils (The HSE would expect all employers with over 50 staff to do so). 

 

The return of pupils and families and staff from abroad Red List countries: 

Where pupils (and their parents or guardians or family member) meet the UK entry requirements and have travelled from or through a ‘red list’ 

country in the previous 10 days, they must quarantine in a managed quarantine hotel for 10 days. Pupils travelling to England from other, non-

red, list countries will need to quarantine at their place of residence or other suitable place and purchase a home testing package, with coronavirus 

(COVID-19) tests to be taken on days 2 and 8 after arrival to support the UK’s genomic sequencing programme. 

 

For further information regarding this assessment, please refer to your assigned Judicium Education Health & Safety consultant. 
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http://www.educationsupport.org.uk/
http://www.educationsupport.org.uk/
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#parents-and-schools-with-clinically-extremely-vulnerable-children
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19#parents-and-schools-with-clinically-extremely-vulnerable-children
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-use-for-non-aerosol-generating-procedures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-use-for-non-aerosol-generating-procedures
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-use-for-non-aerosol-generating-procedures
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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https://www.gov.uk/health-protection-team
https://www.gov.uk/health-protection-team
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