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1 Purpose

At Nova Primary School we are committed to raising the aspirations of and
expectations for all children, therefore we do our best to ensure that the necessary
provision is made for any child who has special educational needs and/or disability
(SEND). We provide a focus on outcomes for children and young people and not
just hours of provision or support. We aim to work in partnership with parents,
children and outside agencies in order to achieve the outcomes identified.

Objectives:
1 To work within the guidance provided in the SEND Code of Practice 2014.

1 To create an environment that meets the special educational needs and/or
disability of each child in order that they can achieve their learning potential.

1 To provide a ‘whole child, whole school” approach to the management and
provision of support for special educational needs and/or disability.

1 To monitor the progress of all children, to identify needs as they arise and to
provide support as early as possible.

1 To enable children to move on from us well equipped in the basic skills of
literacy, numeracy and social independence ready to meet the demands of
secondary school life and learning.

9 To seek, monitor and respond to parents/carers and children’s views, in order to
build high levels of confidence and partnership.

1 To ensure a high level of staff expertise to meet children’s need, through well
targeted continuing professional development.

1 To work in cooperation and productive partnerships with the Local Education
Authority and other outside agencies, to ensure there is a multi-professional
approach to meeting the needs of vulnerable children.

This policy details how, at Nova Primary School, Special Educational Needs and/or
Disability (SEND) is provided for. We ensure that teachers are able to identify and
provide for those children with special educational needs and/or disability. This
policy describes the way we meet the needs of children who experience barriers to
their learning, which may relate to inherent difficulties (such as sensory or physical
impairment), or may relate to factors in their environment, including the learning
environment they experience in school.
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Roles & Responsibilities

The Assistant Headteacher Inclusion and Safeguarding Lead monitors and
coordinates the provision for children identified as needing SEND support or an
Education, Health and Care plan or Statement.

Name of Assistant Headteacher, Inclusion and Safeguarding Lead (AHT): Alex Bacon

Contact details: 0117 9030446 alex.bacon@bristol-schools.uk

Relevant Qualifications:
0 National Award for SEN: Achieved 2011,
0 PG Diploma in Specific Learning Difficulties: Achieved 2014
0 Licensed THRIVE Practitioner: Achieved 2015

Governor responsible for SEND: Magnus Johnston

Rationale

Nova Primary School is committed to providing an appropriate and high quality
education to all children. We believe that all children have a common entitlement
to a broad and balanced academic and social curriculum, which is accessible to
them, and to be fully included in all aspects of school life.

Every teacher is responsible for the development of every child they teach,
including those with special educational needs. We believe that all children should
be equally valued in school. We strive to eliminate prejudice and discrimination,
and to develop an environment where all children can flourish and feel safe.

We recognise that children learn at different rates and that there are many factors
affecting achievement, including ability, emotional state, age and maturity. We
believe that many children, at some time in their school career, may experience
difficulties which affect their learning, and we recognise that these may be long or
short term.

At Nova Primary School we aim to identify these needs as they arise and provide
teaching and learning contexts which enable every child to achieve.

We do not treat all children in the same way, but we respond to children in ways
which take account of their varied life experiences and needs.
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We believe that inclusion is about equal opportunities for all children, whatever
their age, gender, ethnicity, faith, impairment, attainment, and background.

The Identification of SEND

‘A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning
difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him
or her. A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning
than the majority of others of the same age.” SEND Code of Practice 2014

The SEND Code of Practice, 2014 describes 4 broad categories of need:
1 Communication and interaction

9 Cognition and learning

9 Social, emotional and mental health

1 Sensory/physical

The Code of Practice suggests that children are only identified as SEN if they do not
make adequate progress once they have had all the intervention/adjustments and
good quality personal teaching.

The purpose of identifying needs is to work out what action the school should now
take, and not to fit a child into a category.

Identifying behaviour as a need is not an acceptable way of describing the special
educational need of a child. If there are any concerns relating to a child’s
behaviour, the behaviour should be described as an underlying response to a need
which we aim to recognise and identify.

The school’s system for regularly observing, assessing and recording the progress
of all children is used to identify children who are not progressing satisfactorily and
who may have additional needs.

We identify children as having special educational needs or needing additional

help in several ways:

1 Contacting previous schools or nurseries prior to the child starting.

1 Regular monitoring and scrutiny of pupil attainment and progress

1 Pupil progress meetings three times a year where we identify children who are
not making expected progress.

1 Assessments in Early Years.

=a

Standardised screening and assessment tools.
1 Observations of behavioural, emotional and social development.
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1 Responding to concerns raised by the class teacher, learning support assistant,
parents, an outside agency, doctor or school nurse.
1 An existing Statement/Education, Health and Care plan.

We also consider and respond to issues other than special educational needs which
may have impact on progress and attainment:

1 Disability (the new code of practice, 2014 outlines the ‘reasonable adjustment’
duty for all settings provided under the current Disability Equality legislation).
Attendance and Punctuality

Health and Welfare

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

Being in receipt of Pupil Premium Grant

Being a Looked After Child

Being a child of a Serviceman/woman
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SEND Support: The Graduated Approach

Teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of the
children in their class, including where children access support from teaching
assistants or specialist staff. Quality first teaching, differentiated for individual
children, is the first step in responding to children who have or may have SEND.
Additional intervention and support is always secondary to good quality first
teaching.

Senior Leadership Team and Core Subject Leaders regularly and carefully review
the quality of teaching for all children, including those at risk of underachievement.
This includes reviewing and, where necessary, improving, teachers’ understanding
of strategies to identify and support vulnerable children and their knowledge of
the SEND most frequently encountered.

Partnership with parents and carers play a key role in enabling children with SEND
to achieve their potential. Parents hold key information and have knowledge and
experience to contribute to the shared view of a child’s needs. All parents of
children with special educational needs will be treated as partners and given
support to play an active and valued role in their child’s education.

Children with special educational needs often have a unique knowledge of their
own needs and their views about what sort of help they would like.

They will be encouraged to contribute to the assessment of their needs, setting
and reviewing targets and the transition process.
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Assess

When any concern is initially noticed it is the responsibility of the class teacher to
take steps to address the issue. The school’s system for observing and assessing the
progress of individual children will provide information about areas where a child
is not progressing satisfactorily.

Plan

The child’s class teacher, with support from the AHT when needed, will decide on
the action required to help the child progress in the light of assessments. This may
include:

1 Different learning materials or specialist equipment.

1 Some group or individual support, which may involve small groups of

children being withdrawn to work with the teacher or teaching assistant support.
1 Staff development and training to introduce more effective strategies.

Do

The child’s class teacher will be responsible for the child’s learning on a daily basis
and ensuring delivery of any individualised programme in the classroom. Parents
will continue to be consulted and kept informed of the action taken and progress
will be reviewed.

Review

Class teachers formally assess the progress of children in their class three times a
year. If a child makes expected or more than expected progress they may no longer
require the additional support. If a child is not making the progress expected,
despite the extra support, then teachers may need to consult the AHT to consider
what else can be done. This review might lead to the conclusion that the child
requires help over and above that which is normally available within the particular
class. Parents/Carers may be consulted and a specific intervention put in place and
monitored for a period. If no progress is noted after this time the child may be
added to the school SEND register with parental permission. The child is then
receiving ‘school support'.

Parents will be invited to meet three times a year with the class teacher to review
progress and give their views.

The Assistant Headteacher and Safeguarding Lead will support further assessment
of the child where necessary, assisting in planning for their future needs in

discussion with colleagues and parents.

Reasons for a child being added to the SEND register may include the fact that
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